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Council approves signs for plaza

3-2 decision reverses prior
recommendations from cicy seaff,
Planning Commission.

Wy FRED SWEGLES
FUNPORT HINE

Shopping center davelopor
Stewe Craie will get most of the
Tresway-facing slgns he want-
el unider lerms of a sign-ex-
eeplion perrmil {ssued by o 52
vy ol the City Commeil lote
Tuestdny night.

Critieg of Craie's Plazs Sun

Climmante sign rsqpuessl wers
slunnel, The coweil's vole re
wirsed o Beplember recam-
mandation from ity staff and
the Plunwing Commission that
el eallod the requested signe
exvessive aed unabibe womesd
requined justifications in the
eode, Oppononis said the 24
signg will destray San Clem-
ent's villige ehorseter and

devalue hnmes.

Proponente asserted  that
slgns faclng traffle are cruclal
I Ban Clemente wonts a suce-
cessfil cenler wlong 1-6 ab the
Avenidn Vistn Hermosa exil
They snid tho muted tones,
Timited exnlors mned hndo-dil e
sign thet the city will require
will be le== vigible than gorish
colors seen mt many malls,

Thi: permit ends three years
ol processlng o sign request,
aller Uhe vest ol Lhe outlel con-
tor's desigm  hod won City
Crouneil npproval, “The project

ean re-siart now, Cralg said,
hnving bost six te 12 monthe
“We had disecontinued the ar-
chitecture on the project,” he
st “ 11 was duch an important
imsiie, W hnel Lo hiovve Hinadity te
this. We coubdn't go forward
withoul i."

First stores counld apin in
200, Craig =nid.

He soid he'd been prepared
to enneel the oatlet center iF
the city didn't grant him the
wigna e needed, saying 0l
wonild be “suicide” Lo go lor-
wrd with fret-cln= prohitee.

tare thal will sost nearly dou-
Bl the inelustry norm, with un
cortainty  how the  market
would responid,

Ceabg gald hee understood
hillside braneowmers’ coneerng
about having to see Lthe slgns
2477 and & eommitled o k-
ingg the signs ps unobbrusive as
passiblo, He said colors will be
wigilsle byr day, but b night the
lettars will only be o halo,
which will blur at a distance:

1 know what the Denny's
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sign does to them,” he said.
“That's precisely why we de-
signed the signs the way we
did.”

Critice said the council’s
vote on what was termed a sign
compromise was a sad mo-
ment for San Clemente. “Bla-
tantly excessive,” Karen Ahola
called it. “Mr. Craig may as well
have written this himself.”

Craig had numerous sup-
porters, “Please don't chase
him out of town,” Mimi John-
son told the council.

“Signage is No. 1 to the sue-
cess of any business,” Sally Jei-
sy said.

Gilbert Brown said the signs
will “*uglify” San Clemente,
“Spanish Billboard by the
Sea,” Chris Ahola called it.

Lynn Sobel told ecounecil
members their vote “is the her-
itage that you set down for fu-
ture generations.” She asked
why the 180-degree switch in
staff recommendation from
categorical denial in Septem-
ber. Community Development
Director Jim Holloway replied
that the City Council had asked

in November for a compro-

mize, so staff worked to eraft |

one.

“It's important that this sue-
ceed,” Councilman Steve Kno-
bloek said. “We won't look at
this project in five years and
say it's an albatross. We'll look
at it and say it's a successful
project, it's a good-looking pro-
ject and the signage is as classy
as it can get .."

Council members Wayne
Eggleston and Lori Donchak
voted no. Donchak wanted
fewer signs. Eggleston said he
had problems with “guantity,
location, size and color.™

Councilman Joe Anderson
said the center is important to
San Clemente. Mayor Jim Dahl
said some residents don't want

any project. “We've gone past
that,” he said, “We've spent
years beating this project to
death, It's time to get it done.”

Craig said the city recruited
him herg, and he has compro-
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eenth. It's Hme o get it done,”

Cralg said the city recrulted
hirn here, and be his compro-
mised since 1909, from the
tme he agreed to turn the
buikdings lnward - the origingl
plan hed stores facing the free-
wiy. He redesigned, he said, an
assurnnces he could stiil kave
Tresway visihility,

Wodneaday,  Marblehend
resident Morge Spaa said ]
didn’t sse much compromise,
He gave up four signs” She
and Mory Ans Comes had
been involved In o referendum
that had eontested a prioe
Marblehead Coastal shapping
center proposal It wes dis-
qualified on o lagal tochnlcali-
ty. “It's ton bad the way It =~
Comas sald. "] don't koew if
thare's anyihing we can do”

David Spnner, whose com-
pany is investing in Plazs San
Clemento, sabd Craig haz de-
veloped 25 centers and knows
what he needs The slgns, he
said, will nat be ohirusive,
_"You don't need to put signs
In people's faces” pesident
Clark MeGilllvary ssid,

Sheila Kesslon, 5 Brosdmone
resident, disngread with the
councll's decision but congrat-
ulated Craig afterward and
sabd she hopes to work with
kKm o minimize Impacts,
“This iz a defining moment for
Sgn  Clemonte,”  she  said.
"There is no guestin, this will
glve us a more urban |ook.*




